:Approved For Release 2007/02/07 : CIA-RDP70B00338R000
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LR IRGRAM

ARA | HUR | FE

" ORIGIN/ACTION

FOR RM USE ONLY

A- 651 LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ‘
NEA| cu INR |, NO. h - 1‘5\\’YD ‘ HANDL|NG|NDICATOR’
_§/ TO . Department of State TR
3 ;/ 0 . &/)’C/
INFO ¢ AMMAN, BASRA, BETRUT, CAIRG, DAMASQUSy Jiribh, KUWAIT, @6’
L FBO | AlD SANA'A, TEL AVIV AR
/2 :
N , L ’_fv_ e ;|
AGR | COM| FR® lppoM @ Amembassy BAGHDAD DATE: April 5, 197
T ['LAs | TAR | cimipcT:  Press Review March 30 - April 5
TR | M8 | MR | pee . Enbassy's A-646, April 5, 1967; Embassy's A-648, April 5, 1967

ARMY | ClA NAY .

O?D 3:?‘ { I—University Elections. The Baghdad press was united in expressing serious.-]
o " and persistent concern during the week over the results of the university

3317019 student elections where because of & "rift in the nationalist renks,"

Nst the "anerchists and shu'biyin" (resd communists in both ‘instances) were
b able to capture a msjority of the positions, Several papers openly blamed

the university's administration and by strong implication the regime for
permitting elections at this time.

Journalist Compleints. On April 5 el-Jumhuriys (GOI orgen) and al-'Arab¥
published the details of President Aref's press conference with the
Administrative Committee of the Iragi Journalist Association the previous
day. Apperently the journslists also took the opportunity to complein
about an April 1 television program whose participants attacked the level
of Iragi journalists.Tthbffered their resignations from the Committee
to the President by way of protest. The President reportedly encouraged
the group to continue its admirable efforts and stated that henceforth
GOI official communications media will not be used to attack the Iragi
“press. In this connection al-'Arab on April b carried a long and bitter
commentary on the sorry plight of Iragi journalists who on the one hand
are expected to perform & responsible nationalist mission but who on the
other hand are given no freedom or official encouragement and are then
eriticized for their low standards.
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Comment: No doubt ebout it, the Iragi press is in a bad wey.

Criticism of U.S. Activities in Area. Following Americen press reports
of CIA financial support to various orgenizations, some Iraqi papers have
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been accusing several American orgenizations such as the American Friends
of the Middle East and the Ford Foundation of obtaining funds from that
Agency for espionage purposes and have called for an investigation of
thelr activities in the area (see Embassy's A-646, April 5, 1967).

On April 5 al-Manark, however, carried a story from the Damascus paper
al-Thawra (much quoted by al-Manar these days) which among other things
quoted statements by Senator Hugh Scott allegedly accusing APME of being
an anti-Israell organization. It will be interesting to see if and how
this kind of accusation will be locally interpreted.

Suspicious Meeting of American Diplomats, Inspired by some Beirut and
Damascus papers, several Baghdad dailies also attributed sinister motives
to the recent Executive Management seminars for American Foreign Service
officers held in Beirut and sponsored by the FSI (see Embassy's A-6L48,
April 5, 1967). ’

April Fool, Al-Akhbar* was the only Baghdad daily to note the occasion

with banner headlines on April 1 announcing the alleged explosion in the
western desert of Iraq's first atomic bomb,

f !

*Although some variations are permitted, all Iragi papers are subject to
government direction,
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